
Scholarships and 
Bursaries 

Mrs Ashby 

Head of Careers and Connolly Foundation Coordinator 



Why bother?

• It WILL take time to both search and apply for scholarships, but 

• IT IS FREE MONEY YOU NEVER HAVE TO PAY BACK 

• It will reduce the amount of time you potentially need to work part time, 
freeing up time for involvement in societies, work experience, internships etc. 

Types of Scholarship/Bursary 
• Academic / merit awards (based on grades)

• Needs based (most often based on financial need, or specific personal 
challenges faced)

• Student-based scholarships (based on distinct features of the awardees e.g. 
vegetarian) 

• Sporting / musical achievement 
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Two easy things you can do ….. 

1. When you apply for student finance, tick the box to say ‘YES’ to Student 
Finance England sharing details of your application with the universities you 
have applied to.

WHY? They will be able to assess your eligibility for their own scholarship 
programmes. 

2. Look up each of the universities you have applied to, find out about financial 
support available from each specific institution
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An example of what could be on offer:
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www.thescholarshiphub.org.uk
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http://www.thescholarshiphub.org.uk/


www.unifrog.org6

Currently lists 700+ UK 

scholarships that can be 

searched/filtered/ranked 

in a number of ways 

http://www.unifrog.org/


Specific Scholarships and 
Bursaries available to 
students at Kimberley 
College



The Harper Trust 
University Bursary 
A bursary to support able students from lower income families 
who are anxious about the financial commitment involved in 
university study. 
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The Harper Trust University Bursary

Value £1200 per year

Type of support Does not need to be paid back

Criteria • Must be resident in Bedford Borough (minimum of 2 years)

• Must have an offer of a place at University 

• Must take up a university place in September 2023

• Must have applied for all available forms of support (student loans for tuition 

fees, maintenance, higher education maintenance grant) 

Additional criteria (at least two of the following):

• Come from a low income family (e.g. eligible for the college 16-19 bursary). 

Preference given to families with an income of £25,000 or less 

• Are living independently 

• Have additional financial difficulties as a result of a specific family or other 

exceptional personal circumstance 

How many 

awards available

Typically only one or two awards per school per year 



How do I apply?

• You must inform Mrs Ashby asap that you intend on applying for the 
award so that we know to expect your application. 

• Deadline for applications to the Harper Trust Bursary is Tuesday 25th

April 2023. However you must visit Mrs Ashby to review your 
application by Monday 17th April 2023 in order to give us time to 
ensure you have a supporting statement from the college. 

• We can support you with your application. 
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IF ELIGIBLE STUDENTS CAN APPLY 

FOR BOTH THE HARPER TRUST AND 

CONNOLLY FOUNDATION AWARDS 

BUT IF SUCCESSFUL FOR THE 

HARPUR TRUST BURSARY YOU WILL 

NOT BE ABLE TO RECEIVE THE 

CONNOLLY FOUNDATION AWARD 

TOO. 



The Connolly Foundation –
Academic Excellence Award 
and Discretionary Award

A bursary to provide financial support to able students from 
partner schools and colleges.  
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Academic Excellence Award (Main 

Award)

Discretionary Award 

Value Up to £1000 per year £500 per year

Type of support Does not need to be paid back Does not need to be paid back 

Criteria • Must study 2 of the following 

subjects: English Language, English 

Literature, Maths, Further Maths, 

Chemistry, Biology, Physics, History, 

Geography, Computer Science, 

Economics, French, German, Spanish, 

Italian,  Russian, Psychology, Law and 

Physical Education/Sports Science 

(BTEC Sport is accepted).

• Must have an offer of a place at 

university. 

• Must achieve A*, A and B in A 

Levels/Distinctions or above in 

BTEC on results day. 

No criteria – letter of support from 

college to be included 

Can be going to university or into 

employment 

How many awards 

available

No limit to the number of applications 

that can be submitted or awards 

granted.
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71 students 

awarded a total of 

£58,000 last 

summer. 

Some students 

who DID NOT 

apply, would likely 

have received an 

award based on 

their results on 

results day.  

6 applicants awarded £500 

each last summer, a total of 

£3,000



What does a good application look like? 

There are a number of sections to the application form as follows:

Part 1: Personal Details

Part 2: Course details (what you are currently studying at Kimberley) AND 
University application details 

Part 3: UCAS predicted grades 

Part 4: Career Aspirations 

Declarations, bank account details and signature

Part 5: Academic/Personal Reference – completed by the college 
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COMPLETE IN FULL – DO NOT LEAVE ANY GAPS 

e.g. 13EMU

KIMBERLEY COLLEGE

ENSURE ACCURACY HERE –

IMPORTANT CONTACT 

INFORMATION 
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COMPLETE IN FULL – DO NOT LEAVE ANY GAPS 

e.g. 

Business – A Level 

Sports – BTEC 

Full and accurate information 

required. In ‘offer received’ please 

put YES or NO and whether this is 

conditional or unconditional.  
Yes – conditional

No

Yes – unconditional  
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COMPLETE IN FULL – DO NOT LEAVE ANY GAPS 

As detailed on UCAS application

As detailed on UCAS application



19

Read the guidance given on the 

application form (seen above)

Remember that your UCAS personal 

statement will not be attached to your 

application – this application statement can 

include information from there, but MORE 

IS NEEDED and this should NOT be a copy 

of your UCAS statement 

The main award is aimed at 

supporting academic excellence 

in our region – why do you think 

they should offer this award to 

you?

How do you think this award 

would support you to be 

successful in your future 

studies? 

AIM: 500-700 WORDS – AND LET THEM GET TO KNOW YOU!



I will check whether your statement 
includes: 

Why you want to go to university

What you want to study that course

Which university is your top choice and why

Discussion on potential future career ideas or what you would like to do after 

University

Information on personal attributes which will make you successful in your 

studies

How the financial support would help you
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The stress accompanied by the financial strain of attending university in 

Central London results in several students looking for a job. However, as a 

medical student, I expect to have a rigorous timetable complemented by a 

large workload outside of class, making it near impossible to also juggle a job 

alongside it. With financial aid from the Connolly Foundation, this strain on me 

can be eased and allow me to focus on studying in order to achieve the best 

possible results, ensuring that I unlock my full potential. With this award, I 

would be able to comfortably study and completely commit to my field of 

interest for the next few years and reinforce the important actions needed to 

become a capable, empathetic and dedicated doctor, who is adept at treating 

her patients with confidence. 

In short, this award would put be in the strongest possible place to pursue my 

aspirations. It would allow me to develop vital language skills and participate 

fully in the legal community at UCL, helping me to achieve my goals. In sharing 

my journey with others through social media, I hope that I will be able to 

inspire others to follow their dreams too. 

 

I have known that I wanted to study History at university for many years. I am 
still deciding between becoming a History professor or possibly a Solicitor. 
After my three-year degree is completed, I would like to either complete a 
masters degree in History, followed by a PhD, or complete the one-year law 
conversion course followed by my SQE exam to become a Solicitor, most likely 
in criminal or family law. 

I love learning new things and am really looking forward to having the privilege 
of being able to study History to degree level as it is such a fascinating subject. 
I will be the first person in my family to attend University and this award would 
allow me to continue to strive towards academic excellence. I will certainly 
look for a part-time job to support myself, but this award would mean that I 
could spend more time on my studies rather than at work. 

Whilst I do not have a concrete idea of the exact career path I would like to 

follow in the future, I have been thinking a lot about a renewable energy. With 

this nation and many others shifting quickly towards renewable energy instead 

of fossil fuels, I have considered the prospect of pursuing a career in the 

energy sector.  
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COMPLETE IN FULL – DO NOT LEAVE ANY GAPS 

This is where the award will be paid

into in early December – ensure 

accuracy 

When your application is signed off

By Mrs Ashby, you will need to come

To 1S04 to sign your form. We cannot

send this without a proper signature. 



Who will write my reference?

• Once we have a list of all students who intend to apply we will allocate 
reference writers

• Mrs Ashby will complete attendance, punctuality and predicted grades 
(as on UCAS) on the reference

• A member of academic teaching staff, linked to the subject you have 
applied for at University, will complete the academic qualities and 
personal qualities sections to support your application. 

• Your UCAS reference will also be attached in addition to the above 
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What are the deadlines involved?

w/c 20th February 2023

– Application form released

- Letters home with recording of 

parent talk

Monday 20th February – Friday 

31st March 

Application support available

Mondays, Wednesdays and 

Thursdays – 1S04

Saturday 1st April – Sunday 16th

April – EASTER HOLIDAYS

Monday 17th April 2023

FINAL DEADLINE FOR 

SUBMISSIONS

Visit office to sign your form this 

week

Monday 24th April 2023

Applications sent to the Connolly 

Foundation 

September 2023

Confirmed A Level/BTEC results sent 

to the Connolly Foundation

End November 2023

Connolly Foundation informs 

Kimberley College successful 

applicants

December 2023

Successful applicants receive 

payments



Who can I ask for help? 

In the first instance Mrs Ashby should be the first person to contact for 
any questions / help with these processes by email at 
yashby@wootton.beds.sch.uk
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What do I need to do now?

All students to complete this form to inform whether they intend to apply:

https://forms.office.com/e/fnYw2DNRfA

All information on the Harper Trust University Bursary and the Connolly 
Foundation Award will be available on our website from the end of this 
week. 

The links to this information and the recording of this presentation will be 
sent to you shortly. 
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https://forms.office.com/e/fnYw2DNRfA


Any questions?
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