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A level English Literature Summer Work Project 2022 

Welcome to Kimberley College! 

These tasks are designed to get you ready to study English Literature at A level and will guide 

you through some activities around your set texts and help you to build some essential skills for 

study at this level.  

Organise your work into a folder and keep all your completed work on this project in there. Bring 

the folder to your first lesson in September 2022. 

The set texts will cover all genres – poetry, drama and prose. In lessons you will study 8 set 

texts across two years, plus 3 for coursework in year 13. However you are expected to do a lot 

of wider reading and research independently. 

Try to get ahead and read as many of the listed texts as you can, especially those in the 

essential reading section. Those you will be studying in September are starred (****). It will be 

expected that you will have bought your own texts, and read them.   

The exam board is OCR. If you want to look at the specification the link is below:  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/english-literature-h072-h472-from-2015/ 

Your teacher will ask to see your completed work on all of the tasks set in your first lesson.  

 

ESSENTIAL READING LIST 

The Great Gatsby – F Scott Fitzgerald  **** 

Rossetti Poetry 15 poems by Christina Rossetti – will be provided 

Measure for Measure – William Shakespeare **** 

OR Hamlet – William Shakespeare  **** 

Book of Matches – Simon Armitage  

Age of Innocence – Edith Wharton   

A Doll’s House – Henrik Ibsen   

A Streetcar Named Desire – Tennessee Williams  

Secret Scripture – Sebastian Barry  

 

 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/english-literature-h072-h472-from-2015/


WIDER READING ON AMERICAN LITERATURE 

Any other texts written by the authors on the essential reading list are useful to read as you can 

compare across their style and content.   

The Beautiful and the Damned – F Scott Fitzgerald  

Ethan Frome – Edith Wharton 

The House of Mirth – Edith Wharton 

Washington Square – Henry James 

The Portrait of a Lady – Henry James 

The Ambassadors – Henry James 

Babbit – Sinclair Lewis 

An American Tragedy – Theodore Dreiser 

The Sound and Fury – William Faulkner 

Farewell to Arms – Ernest Hemingway 

For Whom The Bell Tolls- Ernest Hemingway 

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn  - Mark Twain  

Sister Carrie - Theodore Dreiser 

My Ántonia - Willa Cather 

Native Son – Richard Wright  

  

USEFUL TEXT BOOKS 

Studying the Novel – Jeremy Hawthorn 

Doing Shakespeare – Simon Palfrey  

English Literature: A Student Guide – Martin Stephen  

Literary Theory: A Very Short Introduction – Jonathan Culler  

The Art of Writing English Literature Essays – Michael Meally and Neil Bowen  

 

HELPFUL WEBSITES 

 

Victorian Web for context:  http://www.victorianweb.org 

Detailed analysis:                http://crossref-it.info  

                                          https://genius.com/lit-genius  

  https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/a-level-study-unseen-poetry 

RSC on line resources:    https://www.rsc.org.uk/ 

British Library on line:  https://www.bl.uk/ 

http://www.victorianweb.org/
http://crossref-it.info/
https://genius.com/lit-genius
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/a-level-study-unseen-poetry
https://www.rsc.org.uk/
https://www.bl.uk/


                                                        

 

MOOCS 

These are ‘massive open on line courses’ that are free to do. Do a general search for any 

related to English Literature. Some useful ones……   

How to Read a Novel: The University of Edinburgh, Future Learn 

Exploring English: Shakespeare British Council, Future Learn 

Writing an Academic Essay: The Open University Future Learn 

A-level Study Boost: Unseen Poetry and the Creative Process: Future Learn  

 

Add your own that you find and think may be useful …….. 

 

*********************************************************************************************    

POETRY 

A key skill you will need in reading poetry is analysis. One piece of coursework will be a detailed 

analysis of a poem from A Book of Matches by Simon Armitage (the current Poet Laureate) 

As you read the poem below try to think: 

1) What images is the poet trying to get into the reader’s head?  

2) How does he do this? Look at the language and imagery he uses and how effective it is. 

3) How does he use form and structure? Look at how the poem develops and the form it 

takes through the use of lines and stanzas. 

I am very bothered when I think 

of the bad things I have done in my life. 

Not least that time in the chemistry lab 

when I held a pair of scissors by the blades 

and played the handles 

in the naked lilac flame of the Bunsen burner; 

then called your name, and handed them over. 

 

O the unrivalled stench of branded skin 

as you slipped your thumb and middle finger in, 

then couldn't shake off the two burning rings. Marked, 

the doctor said, for eternity. 

 

Don't believe me, please, if I say 

that was just my butterfingered way, at thirteen, 

of asking you if you would marry me. 

 

1. What is the poem about?  

2. Analyse the words/phrases underlined. What is the effect on the reader? 

 

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/explore-english-shakespeare
https://www.futurelearn.com/partners/british-council


TASK 1:  Write a 500 words on the following: 

 

How does the poet present his thoughts as a thirteen year old boy? 

Submit the essay and your tasks to your English teacher in your first lesson 

back in September.  

 

***************************************************************************************** 

PROSE 

In September you will be studying American Literature and the main text to start with will be The 

Great Gatsby.  

In preparation you must read the book. It helps if you do summaries of chapters as you go 

through and character profiles.  

Context is very important too.  

TASK 2: 

a) Do a one page biography of F Scott Fitzgerald  

b) Research The Jazz Age/1920s America and capture 10 key facts about 

that period that you think will be relevant to the book.  

c) Keep a note of any good websites or sources you find. 

d) Write a paragraph on each of the main characters – Gatsby, Daisy, 

Tom and Nick (the narrator). 

Keep the work in your file to show to your teacher in September.  

********************************************************************************************* 

DRAMA 

In September you will be studying Measure for Measure OR Hamlet. 

In preparation you must read one or both of the plays and try to see a production of it perhaps 

on You tube. 

The Royal Shakespeare Company has excellent resources. 

Go to the RSC website:    

https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone or do a general search to bring up lots of 

resources. 

These will help with your reading and understanding of the plays. 

Try to do summaries of Acts as you go through and character profiles. 

 

 

 

https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone


TASK 3: Write 600 words on Measure for Measure: 

In the Final Act of the play the Duke announces that each character will have 

‘Measure still for Measure’. What does that mean? What is the Duke trying to 

do in Act 5 and is he successful in bringing the play to its conclusion?  

Submit the essay and your tasks to your English teacher in your first lesson 

back in September.  

 

********************************************************************************************* 

TERMINOLOGY 

Writing essays at A level requires the use of ‘sophisticated vocabulary’. The most prolific 

readers make the best writers so get reading! You will also need to incorporate literary 

terminology. 

A good website to help with this is a glossary at: 

https://literaryterms.net/glossary-of-literary-terms/ 

 

TASK 4: Define the following terms: 

Bathos 

Denouement 

Eponymous 

Extended metaphor 

Hamartia 

Hubris 

Nemesis 

Peripeteia 

Soliloquy 

Synesthesia 

 ADD 10 of your own…… 

Keep them on file.  

 

Thank you for working through this project. We look forward to meeting you in September and 

seeing the work that you have completed. 

If you have any questions, or do not understand the work set, please email me Mrs.Davis, KS5 

English Co-coordinator  edavis@wootton.beds.sch.uk  

OR Head of English Mr Coleman  bcoleman@wootton.beds.sch.uk 

Happy reading! 

https://literaryterms.net/glossary-of-literary-terms/
mailto:edavis@wootton.beds.sch.uk
mailto:bcoleman@wootton.beds.sch.uk

