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A level English Language & Literature Summer Work Project 2022 

Welcome to Kimberley College! 

These tasks are designed to get you ready to study English Language and Literature at A level 

and will guide you through some activities around your set texts and help you to build some 

essential skills for study at this level.  

Organise your work into a folder and keep all your completed work on this project in there. Bring 

the folder to your first lesson in September 2022. 

The set texts will cover all genres – poetry, drama and prose, fiction and non fiction. In lessons 

you will study 3 literature texts across two years, an Anthology of twenty non fiction texts, plus 2 

texts for coursework in year 13. However you are expected to do a lot of wider reading and 

research independently. 

Try to get ahead and read as many of the listed texts as you can, especially those in the 

essential reading section. Those you will be studying in September are starred (****). It will be 

expected that you will have bought your own texts, and read them.   

The exam board is OCR. If you want to look at the specification the link is below:  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/english-language-and-literature-emc-h074-

h474-from-2015/   

Your teacher will ask to see your completed work on all of the tasks set in your first lesson.  

 

ESSENTIAL READING LIST 

The Great Gatsby – F Scott Fitzgerald  ****buy your own copy. 

A Streetcar Named Desire – Tennessee Williams  - buy your own copy  

Songs of Innocence and Experience – William Blake 

Anthology Collection of non fiction texts ****– will be provided in September.  

 

WIDER READING  

Any other texts written by the authors on the essential reading list are useful to read as you can 

compare across their style and content.   

The Beautiful and the Damned – F Scott Fitzgerald  

Tender is The Night – F Scott Fitzgerald 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/english-language-and-literature-emc-h074-h474-from-2015/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/english-language-and-literature-emc-h074-h474-from-2015/


Cat On A Hot Tin Roof - Tennessee Williams   

The Glass Menagerie - Tennessee Williams   

 

USEFUL TEXT BOOKS 

Language and Literature: An EMC Coursebook for OCR 

Studying the Novel – Jeremy Hawthorn 

English Literature: A Student Guide – Martin Stephen  

Literary Theory: A Very Short Introduction – Jonathan Culler  

The Art of Writing English Literature Essays – Michael Meally and Neil Bowen  

 

HELPFUL WEBSITES 

 

Victorian Web for context:  http://www.victorianweb.org 

Detailed analysis:                http://crossref-it.info  

                                          https://genius.com/lit-genius  

  https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/a-level-study-unseen-poetry 

British Library on line:  https://www.bl.uk/ 

                                                        

 

MOOCS 

These are ‘massive open on line courses’ that are free to do. Do a general search for any 

related to English Literature. Some useful ones……   

How to Read a Novel: The University of Edinburgh, Future Learn 

Exploring English: Shakespeare British Council, Future Learn 

Writing an Academic Essay: The Open University Future Learn 

A-level Study Boost: Unseen Poetry and the Creative Process: Future Learn  

 

Add your own that you find and think may be useful …….. 

 

*********************************************************************************************    

POETRY 

A key skill you will need in reading poetry is analysis. Below is a poem The Echoing Green by 

William Blake.  

As you read the poem below try to think: 

http://www.victorianweb.org/
http://crossref-it.info/
https://genius.com/lit-genius
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/a-level-study-unseen-poetry
https://www.bl.uk/
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/explore-english-shakespeare
https://www.futurelearn.com/partners/british-council


1) What images is the poet trying to get into the reader’s head?  

2) How does he do this? Look at the language and imagery he uses and how effective it is. 

3) How does he use form and structure? Look at how the poem develops and the form it 

takes through the use of lines and stanzas. 

The Sun does arise, 

And make happy the skies. 

The merry bells ring 

To welcome the Spring. 

The sky-lark and thrush, 

The birds of the bush, 

Sing louder around, 

To the bells' cheerful sound. 

While our sports shall be seen 

On the Echoing Green. 

 

Old John with white hair 

Does laugh away care, 

Sitting under the oak, 

Among the old folk, 

They laugh at our play, 

And soon they all say. 

Such such were the joys. 

When we all --girls and boys-- 

In our youth-time were seen, 

On the Echoing Green. 

 

Till the little ones weary 

No more can be merry 

The sun does descend, 

And our sports have an end: 

Round the laps of their mothers, 

Many sisters and brothers, 

Like birds in their nest, 

Are ready for rest; 

And sport no more seen, 

On the darkening Green.  

 

1. What is the poem about?  

2. Analyse the words/phrases underlined. What is the effect on the reader? 

 

TASK 1:  Write 500 words on the following: 

 

How does the poet describe what happens on the ‘echoing green’? 

Submit the essay and your tasks to your English teacher in your first lesson 

back in September.  

 

***************************************************************************************** 



PROSE 

In September you will be studying The Great Gatsby.  

In preparation you must read the book. It helps if you do summaries of chapters as you go 

through and character profiles.  

Context is very important too.  

TASK 2: 

a) Do a one page biography of F Scott Fitzgerald  

b) Research The Jazz Age/1920s America and capture 10 key facts about 

that period that you think will be relevant to the book.  

c) Keep a note of any good websites or sources you find. 

d) Write a paragraph on each of the main characters – Gatsby, Daisy, 

Tom and Nick (the narrator). 

Keep the work in your file to show to your teacher in September.  

********************************************************************************************* 

NON FICTION  

In September you will be studying twenty non-fiction texts from an Anthology provided for you. 

In preparation you must read a variety of non-fiction texts of your own choosing such as news 

reports, memoirs, blogs, diaries, speeches, reviews. 

 

TASK 3: Write 600 words on one of the following: 

EITHER read a current news report and provide some context on what is 

being described. Explain who is writing, what they are writing about, where, 

when and why?  

OR  

Listen to a famous speech (look on YouTube) and provide some context on 

what is being spoken about. Explain who the speaker is and what the 

content and purpose of their speech is. Choose 2 or 3 aspects of the speech 

and explain how the speaker is using language for the intended purpose. 

Submit the essay and your tasks to your English teacher in your first lesson 

back in September.  

 

********************************************************************************************* 

TERMINOLOGY 



Writing essays at A level requires the use of ‘sophisticated vocabulary’. The most prolific 

readers make the best writers so get reading! You will also need to incorporate linguistic and 

literary terminology. 

A good website to help with this is a glossary at: 

https://literaryterms.net/glossary-of-literary-terms/ 

 

TASK 4: Define the following terms: 

Eponymous 

Extended metaphor (conceit) 

Hamartia 

Peripeteia 

Soliloquy 

Synesthesia 

Paralinguistics 

Prosodics  

Rhetorical question  

Hypophora  

Polysyndeton  

 ADD 10 of your own…… 

Keep them on file.  

 

Thank you for working through this project. We look forward to meeting you in September and 

seeing the work that you have completed. 

If you have any questions, or do not understand the work set, please email me Mrs.Davis, KS5 

English Co-coordinator  edavis@wootton.beds.sch.uk  

OR Head of English Mr Coleman  bcoleman@wootton.beds.sch.uk 

Happy reading! 
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