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What will you need for the course?

The Photography course requires students to have access to a digital camera as you will 

be expected to take photographs outside of school.  Having access to a camera will allow 

you the freedom and flexibility to do this as well as familiarising yourself with your 

equipment.  However, you do not have to have the most expensive and gadget-packed 

camera to begin with.  The camera does need to have the option to set the shutter and 

aperture manually.

I would recommend investing in a digital SLR. The school has 4 Cannon 600D SLR 

cameras. There will be the opportunity to borrow one from school for individual days or 

over a weekend. 

You will also need a USB stick to store your work and enable you to transfer it between 

home and school, and a card reader for the transferal of photos from the camera. Many 

Photography students invest in a mini hard drive to enable them to store more work.



Tell us what you have enjoyed most about this project:

How useful were the resources and articles you read for inspiration?

What difficulties did you have and how did you overcome them?:

What skills have you acquired in the process of creating your project?:

Task Report



What am I being asked to do? 
Research and explore the theme ôSensesõand create a series of photographs 
inspired by this.

How do I submit my work? 
Create a Power point or Google slide and produce a combination of 
photographs and digital edits in response to the theme, using a range of 
techniques and processes. If you donõt have a camera you can use your phone.
Your project must be submitted by the end of the Summer term together with the 
your Task report.

Why?
To develop and refine your observation and photography skills by looking 
more closely at things around you that you see and experience every day, 
and to experiment with editing techniques.

Y12 A level Photography 
Transition Project 2021

ôSensesõ

Before you start
Read through the whole Power point before beginning any tasks. There are links to 
help you at different stages of the project.



It is the aim of many photographers to show 

not just what a place, person or object looked 

like, but also what it felt like to be there.  It can 

be a challenge to convey the senses of 

seeing, listening, tasting, smelling, and 

touching through a photo,  but by taking 

some time and thought as to how you can  

heighten the viewerõs senses, you can 

transport someone to a different place and 

time through your images. By using and 

focussing on your five senses, you will also 

begin to notice important details which are 

often overlooked, from the sound of a 

repetitive dripping tap, to the smell of the air 

outside when it has just rained.

Senses

Touch 

Sight 

Hearing

Smell 

Taste



Task 2 
Research and analyse the work of the 6 photographers on the slides below 

(8-13) and create 1or 2 Slides for each one. Look closely at how their work 

relates to the senses and discuss this in your analysis. Remember to use the 

Photography Formal Elements in your annotations.

See the help sheet on slide 24

Task 1
Create a mindmap on 1 Slide(or do a hand drawn one  and scan it 

in)exploring the 5 senses in relation to photography. Think about the ways 

that photographs can remind us of experiences and feelings and how we 

perceive this using our senses. How can smells, tastes and sounds be 

captured in a photograph? 



Keith Arnatt
Pictures from a Rubbish Tip

Keith Arnatt created this series of large colour 

photographs featuring close -up shots of rubbish which 

was dumped at a tip. The photographs show discarded 

food items on plastic bags and were taken in daylight 

with a shallow depth of field. At first glance, some of the 

food is hard to recognise, but when looked at closely, the 

mouldy, dirty food appears clear.



Naoya Hatakeyama
Blast

These pictures are part of a series called 

òBlastó taken by Japanese photographer 

Naoya Hatakeyama, who used remote -

control cameras to capture the drama 

and destruction of Japan's limestone 

blasting operations from point blank 

range.



Jane Fulton Alt
ôThe Burnõ

This sequence of photographs and 

video by Jane Fulton Alt are of 

controlled forest fires. She 

photographed the burning fires for 3 to 

4 hours each day, trying to capture 

and convey a sense of the oppressive 

and suffocating heat, along with the 

smell and taste of the fires as they 

burned. https://vimeo.com/74571336

https://vimeo.com/74571336


Rolf Sachs
óCamera in Motionô

Rolf Sachs blurs the boundaries between abstract art 

and landscape photography in this series of images, 

Camera in Motion. The images, photographed from 

the windows of a moving train, bring to our minds 

memories of family road trips experienced from the 

back seat of the car with your forehead pressed 

against the car window, watching the landscape 

streak by at 70 miles per hour. 



Matthew Brandt
óTaste Testsô

In Matthew Brandtõs Taste Tests 

photographs, he uses unusual food 

and drink items to create his images. 

This includes Kool Aid, ketchup, 

mustard and Cheez Wizz which he uses 

to make ink which is then used to 

create screen printed photographs of 

American landscapes. 

https://matthewbrandt.com/tastetests

https://matthewbrandt.com/tastetests


Odette England

ôThrice Upon a Timeõ

Odette England 

returned to her 

childhood home with 

her parents and gave 

them old photographic 

negatives she had 

previously taken of 

places on the farm 

where her parents had 

photographed her as a 

child. She fastened 

them to the soles of her 

parentsõ shoes and 

they walked through 

the farm and land.The 

negatives which were 

damaged and torn, 

were then pieced back 

together and re -

printed to show all of 

the marks and 

scratches from the 

rough ground on the 

farm.


